
Polifonica: una collana per persone di confine, che cre-
dono nel dialogo, talvolta anche conflittuale, tra i diver-
si sguardi disciplinari e nel confronto tra Scienze umane 
e Scienze naturali.
Specializzazione e approfondimento disciplinare non 
dovrebbero essere sinonimi di chiusura, poiché è esat-
tamente dal dialogo con altri sguardi che si può rende-
re il proprio più profondo e complesso. Si può abitare 
un territorio collocandosi al suo centro e da lì osservar-
ne l’estensione oppure privilegiarne i confini e spingere 
il proprio sguardo dentro e fuori per infrangere almeno 
un po’ le barriere che li delimitano. Si tratta di qualco-
sa di simile a quanto accade in musica con la polifonia: 
un modo di comporre, contrapposto alla monodia, che 
mette in dialogo voci diverse, umane e strumentali, con 
differenti disegni melodici e ritmici, ma con pari digni-
tà le une rispetto alle altre. Il risultato è una sorpren-
dente armonia d’insieme, ottenuta attraverso una ben 
precisa costruzione contrappuntistica, cioè di contrap-
posizione delle parti. La complessità, del resto, altro 
non è se non la capacità di individuare legami dove non 
sembrano essercene o di crearne di nuovi ottenendo, 
così, una visione multiforme e creativa dell’oggetto di 
studio prescelto. 
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Introduction
 

The central messages of the paper Insights in non-formal educa-
tion in the actual society are related to the following issues:

–	 Non-formal education is a form of education which, in today’s 
society, due to the diversification of educational environments 
and contexts, due to developments and transformations in ed-
ucation, needs to be analyzed in a complex, multi-criterial way, 
in order to take into account as many objective characteristics as 
possible.

–	 Between the three forms of education (formal, non-formal and 
informal) there are natural functional complementarity, comple-
menting, supporting and mutually reinforcing links. All three 
forms of education provide learning opportunities, situations 
and experiences, with specific particularities and with specific 
potential to contribute to the achievement of the predetermined 
educational goals. Between the forms of education there is an 
interaction, an interpenetration, a functional, dynamic and mu-
tually shaping interdependence and a compensation, a functional 
complementarity guided by the aims of formal education (these 
being scientifically established by persons specialized in educa-
tion). Functional complementarity refers to the logical and func-
tional dependence of some elements on others, to their co-action, 
to their complementing, supporting and mutually reinforcing 
each other. In education, therefore, it is necessary to take into ac-
count the educational potential of all forms of education and the 
specific opportunities they offer, with educators constantly de-
veloping specific skills to make use of them in order to influence 
the cognitive, metacognitive and non-cognitive development of 
learners in a desirable way and to achieve the proposed aims.
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The group of authors is made up of university and pre-universi-
ty teachers from Italy, Romania and the United States of America, 
practitioners in different educational environments, with multiple 
professional concerns in the direction of improving the quality of 
education. Their chapters reflect their personal concerns, those of 
the micro-groups and of the institutions they represent, as well as 
reflections, observations and explorations in the field of non-formal 
education. Also, in designing the text of the chapters, the authors 
describe examples of good personal and institutional educational 
practices and list relevant educational outcomes achieved in the 
context of non-formal education or in the context of the integrated 
and synergistic use of the three forms of education.

University professor PhD 
Daniel MARA

University professor PhD 
Mușata-Dacia BOCOȘ
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