
S K E N È
Journal of Theatre and Drama Studies

9:2 2023

The Country Wife.  
Between Pragmatic Analysis and Translation 

Edited by Alba Graziano

visualizza la scheda del libro sul sito www.edizioniets.com

https://www.edizioniets.com/scheda.asp?n=9788846768070&from=homepage


SKENÈ Journal of Theatre and Drama Studies
Founded by Guido Avezzù, Silvia Bigliazzi, and Alessandro Serpieri

Executive Editor	 Guido Avezzù.
General Editors	 Guido Avezzù, Silvia Bigliazzi.
Editorial Board	 Chiara Battisti, Simona Brunetti, Sidia Fiorato, Felice Gambin, 

Alessandro Grilli, Nicola Pasqualicchio, Susan Payne, Cristiano 
Ragni, Emanuel Stelzer, Gherardo Ugolini.

Managing Editors	 Valentina Adami, Emanuel Stelzer.
Assistant Managing Editor	 Roberta Zanoni, Marco Duranti.
Book Review Editors	 Chiara Battisti, Sidia Fiorato.
Staff	 Petra Bjelica, Francesco Dall’Olio, Bianca Del Villano, 

Serena Demichelis, Marco Duranti, Carina Louise Fernandes, Sara 
Fontana, Leonardo Mancini, Antonietta Provenza, Savina Stevanato, 
Carla Suthren.

Typesetters	 Noemi Berni, Marianna Cadorin, Vlado Jelcic, Lisa Morri, Cristiano 
Ragni, Rossella Toia.

Advisory Board	 Anna Maria Belardinelli, Anton Bierl, Enoch Brater, 
Richard Allen Cave, Jean-Christophe Cavallin, Rosy Colombo, 
Claudia Corti, Marco De Marinis, Tobias Döring, Pavel Drábek, 
Paul Edmondson, Keir Douglas Elam, Ewan Fernie, 
Patrick Finglass, Enrico Giaccherini, Mark Griffith,  
Daniela Guardamagna, Stephen Halliwell, Robert Henke, 
Pierre Judet de la Combe, Eric Nicholson, Guido Paduano, 
Franco Perrelli, Didier Plassard, Donna Shalev, Susanne Wofford.

Copyright © 2023 S K E N È.
The Journal is a CC-BY 4.0 publication

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)
SKENÈ Theatre and Drama Studies
https://skenejournal.skeneproject.it

info@skeneproject.it

Edizioni ETS
Palazzo Roncioni - Lungarno Mediceo, 16, I-56127 Pisa

info@edizioniets.com
www.edizioniets.com

Distribuzione
Messaggerie Libri SPA

Sede legale: via G. Verdi 8 - 20090 Assago (MI)
Promozione 

PDE PROMOZIONE SRL
via Zago 2/2 - 40128 Bologna

ISBN: 9788-8467-6807-0 
ISBN (pdf): 9788-8467-6806-3

ISSN 2421-4353



Contents 

The Country Wife. Between Pragmatic Analysis and Translation

Edited by Alba Graziano

Alba Graziano – Introduction. The Country Wife in Italy: Reception and 
Translation	 5

Valentina Rossi – The Function of Horner’s Irony in Wycherley’s  
The Country Wife 	 47 

Fabio Ciambella – Insulting (in) The Country Wife: a Pragmatic Analysis of  
Insults and Swearwords	 63 

Daniela Francesca Virdis – China Metaphors: an Investigation of the 
Metaphorical Strategies in The Country Wife’s China Scene	 85  

Sara Soncini – China Travels: Figurations, Revisions, and Transformations  
from Wycherley’s Time to the Present Day	 107 

Rossana Sebellin – Two Country Wives, Forty Years Apart. Considerations on 
Retranslating Comedy in Italy	 131 

Michela Marroni – William Wycherley for Italian Readers: a Comparative 
Analysis of Two Translations of The Country Wife  	 151  

Miscellany 

Francesca Forlini – Challenging Narratives: Immersive Practices and the 
Representation of the Refugee Experience in Clare Bayley’s The Container  	  165

Special Section
Gherardo Ugolini – Medea and Prometheus. Two Archetypes of Greek Tragedy 

on the Stage: Ancient Theatre Festival - Syracuse 2023	 185	
Beatrice Righetti – Simonetta de Filippis (ed.), William Shakespeare e il senso  

del comico. Napoli: Unior Press, 2019. ISBN 9788867191802, pp. 320 	 197	
Francesco Marroni and Francesco Reggiani – A Conversation on Teatro  

di George Bernard Shaw, edited by Francesco Marroni. Milano: Bompiani, 2022.  
ISBN 9788830104549, pp. 3315	   205

Simona Brunetti – Corey Wakeling. Beckett’s Laboratory. Experiments in the 
Theatre Enclosure. London: Methuen Drama, 2021.  
ISBN 9781350153127, pp. 214	 219

Serena Demichelis – Claire Gleitman. Anxious Masculinity in the Drama of  
Arthur Miller and Beyond, Salesmen, Sluggers and Big Daddies. London:  
Methuen, 2022. ISBN 9781350271111, pp. 230	 227

Melissa Croteau – Alexa Alice Joubin, Victoria Bladen (eds), Onscreen Allusions  
to Shakespeare: International Films, Television, and Theatre. London: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2022. ISBN 9783030937850, pp. xv + 225 	 235	

	
 





Edizioni ETS
Palazzo Roncioni - Lungarno Mediceo, 16, I-56127 Pisa

info@edizioniets.com - www.edizioniets.com
Finito di stampare nel mese di dicembre 2023




