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La collana Diabaseis ha la sua sede presso il Dipartimento di Studi
Umanistici dell’Universita Ca’ Foscari Venezia. Essa nasce dal progetto
di ricerca nazionale La “terza” Grecia e [’Occidente, avviato nel 2009
grazie alla fattiva collaborazione tra le unita di ricerca delle Universita
della Calabria, Venezia Ca’ Foscari, Napoli Federico II, Parma e Roma
La Sapienza. Diabaseis, in senso polibiano, sono tutti quei percorsi che
attraversando i mari — il Golfo di Corinto, il Mare Ionio e 1’Adriatico,
ma anche lo Stretto di Messina e il Canale di Sicilia — collegano terre ed
esperienze in un continuo e reciproco contatto, mostrando volti inediti di
una grecita periferica ma molto vitale e originale.

Fin dai suoi primi volumi la collana ospita i risultati delle indagini che
indicano con chiarezza la dinamicita di mari gia percorsi verso Occidente
in eta arcaica e classica e protagonisti, a partire dall’eta ellenistica, di un
movimento complementare che dall’Occidente guarda di nuovo alla Gre-
cia propria.

La collana intende accogliere studi monografici e miscellanei, edi-
zioni di testi, atti di convegni sulle relazioni tra la Grecia occidentale e
I’Occidente greco e non greco cosi come sulla storia politica, istituzio-
nale e culturale della Grecia periferica per proiettarla su uno scenario
storico di pitt ampio respiro. Ci si propone di diffondere i risultati delle
piu recenti ricerche storiche, archeologiche ed epigrafiche e di garan-
tire una piattaforma di discussione approfondita e internazionale grazie
all’ampiezza del comitato scientifico.

Diabaseis is an editorial series based in the Department of Humanities
of Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. The project sprung from the National
Research Project, The ‘Third’ Greece and the West, which research units
from the Universities of Calabria, Venice Ca’ Foscari, Naples Federico II,
Parma and Rome La Sapienza have been conducting since 2009. As is
clearly indicated by the first volumes published, the goal is a common one:
to highlight the relations between Western Greece — which is often seen
as ‘peripheral’ — and Greek and non-Greek peoples in the West. The se-
ries is published under the guidance of the Editor-in-Chief in collaboration
with an International Scientific Committee. Its aim is to widen research
on the Greek World and provide a critical contribution to the debate on
the interaction between local history and international relations in the
Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic ages, as well as to the knowledge of
Greek political dynamics beyond Athens and Sparta.
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Introduction

Con questo volume di Diabaseis procede l’opera di aggiornamento del quadro
storico della Grecia nord-occidentale: le intersezioni fra storia politica, storia
territoriale e dinamiche identitarie nell’Epiro antico, un tema oggt di grande at-
tualita nel dibattito scientifico, vengono focalizzate con intelligenza e originalita
da un gruppo variegato di ricercatori in un lavoro cui Adolfo J. Dominguez ha
dedicato un’attenta cura organizzativa ed editoriale. Mi procura particolare pia-
cere il fatto che lottavo numero della serie veda il contributo di studiosi di varia
provenienza universitaria, con una determinante presenza di équipes di ricerca
diwverse da quelle che inizialmente hanno dato vita a Diabaseis: é per me il se-
gnale importante di un’apertura e di un dialogo interdisciplinare che ho sempre
cercato e che mi pare stia dando i swoi frutti. Ringrazio percio sentitamente gli
amici e v colleghi che hanno voluto partecipare al volume.

Claudia Antonetti
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INTRODUCTION

Amongst the territories that fall within the “Dritte Griechenland”, to
use H.J. Gehrke’s apt expression, Epirus presents a series of extremely un-
usual characteristics, including a late process of urbanisation and a diverse
range of peoples (ethne), as testified by Ancient sources, which, ultimately,
would be encompassed by the three main ethnic groups: Chaonians, Thes-
protians and Molossians. It is also strange how a concept that was initially
simply geographic and not ethnic (Epeiros, the “mainland”) came to lend
its name to a State, or how its inhabitants, who were sometimes considered
to be Greek, were very often included under the heading of barbarians. It
is also peculiar how these territories, which were remote and somewhat
marginal for many Greeks, hosted the location of the Sanctuary of Dodona,
which was mentioned in Homer’s Poems and, over time, came to be consid-
ered the oldest sanctuary in Greece. As if this were not enough, Dodona
has provided an enormous collection of oracular inscriptions quite unlike
that of any other Greek sanctuary.

In effect, this is a territory of contrasts and one that is not easy to
categorise when we think of the Greek world. However, the study of this
region not only opens up numerous possibilities regarding the question of
the development of Epirus in Antiquity, but also the possibility of applying
this knowledge to Ancient Greece as a whole.

In recent years there has been growing interest amongst research-
ers in studying and learning about Ancient Epirus. Some of the aspects
that have attracted the priority attention of scholars include the follow-
ing: new excavations, both urgent and systematic; the publication of new
epigraphic texts, including the extraordinary collection of tablets from
Dodona, the sanctuary mentioned above; new methodological perspec-
tives regarding the political organisation of those Greek States, such as
the Epirote State, that do not fit the city-state model; and new ideas
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regarding the construction of ethnic identities.

Many of these issues are addressed in the present volume of the Dia-
baseis Collection from different methodological perspectives. In line with
other volumes from this collection, which pays special attention to this part
of the Greek world, we intend to offer the reader various approaches and
a series of answers regarding some of the problems that current research
raises about Ancient Epirus.

In this book we do not seek to tackle all of the issues that emerge when
studying Ancient Epirus. Rather we shall focus in some depth on a series
of case studies regarding specific themes, such as the political development
of Epirus during different historical periods and the connection with its
control over its territory and the construction of identities; the role of the
Sanctuary of Dodona and its relations with the outside world or realms of
religion and politics; the issue of the peculiar characteristics of the Greek
language spoken in Epirus; and the discovery of Epirus by the earliest
travellers. We believe all sources and methodologies are equally valid when
it comes to reconstructing the historical past of a territory such as Epirus,
about which we do not always have as much information as we would like.
In this book the reader will come across works of a historical, archaeologi-
cal and philological nature, all of which will provide a special and specific
perspective, an especially enriching one in our opinion.

This book is also the result of the Research Project “Ethnogenesis, Set-
tlement, Territory and Federalism in Ancient Epirus” (HAR2014-53885)
supported by the Spanish Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities.
Thanks to this project and previous research, our team, made up of profes-
sors from Universidad Auténoma de Madrid, has spent a number of years
pursuing different historical studies on different territories throughout An-
cient Greece, and publishing the results in different media. This Research
Project, which follows on from other projects we have carried out, has
enabled us to study a territory that is practically new to Spanish histori-
ography, based on an analysis of literary sources as well as an analysis of
historical topography, a tool of considerable interest given that it brings to-
gether all of the information available and enables us to build up an overall
historical picture. We hope to continue this line of research in the near fu-
ture. Through this work and other initiatives we also seek to persuade the
Spanish authorities to set up the long-desired Spanish School of Hellenic
Studies, an institution that would be based in Athens and would constitute
an essential means of undertaking archaeological initiatives (prospection
and excavation) in Greece.

On this occasion, the prestigious Diabaseis Series has been kind enough
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to present the results of our research, in which respect I would like to
express my gratitude to Claudia Antonetti, the Editor of the Collection,
for having offered us this opportunity. My gratitude also goes to all of the
authors and, in particular, to those colleagues who have not formed part
of this team, but who have wished to support our initiative with works of
extraordinary quality that present new details of considerable importance.

Finally, I would like to thank the doctoral research students at the An-
cient History Department of Universidad Auténoma de Madrid, Ms. Cris-
tina Garcia Garcia and Mr. Aitor Luz Villafraneca, for their considerable
work in tasks relating to the publication of this volume and the compilation
of its indices.

Madrid, November 2018 Adolfo J. Dominguez
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS AND TRADITION IN EPIRUS:
THE CREATION OF THE MOLOSSIAN STATE.

1. Introduction

Compared to the developments that had taken place in other parts of
the Greek world as of the eighth century', in which the polis emerged as a
point of reference in terms of political organisation, other regions that
have been considered (sometimes unfairly) peripheral to political and
institutional developments witnessed different mechanisms. Amongst
these peripheral areas, enormous differences also existed, given that,
whilst some soon gave rise to constructions of an ethnic type that, at a
certain point in time, would take on a political structure that reflected the
idea of a nation or efthnos organised in a federal or confederal manner
(featuring a greater or lesser role for the poleis depending on the case in
question), other areas would develop in a very different way. In this
article I would like to address one of the territories that, due to its
geographical and economic structure, witnessed a somewhat diverse
development compared to other parts of Greece. However, this did not
prevent it from becoming one of the great power-centres of Greece as of
the late fourth century and throughout a good part of the third century. I
am referring to Epirus and, specifically, to one of the territories that made
up this region, Molossia (Fig. 1).

The idea of Epirus that, over time, would take on a political meaning
and only at a later stage would acquire an ethnic meaning, was initially
just a simple geographical or even topographical name, given that the
term was used to refer to the territories located on the mainland as
opposed to the islands located off the mainland. Nevertheless, more
precisely and from an early period onwards, Epirus came to refer to the
land-mass of North-Western Greece that was situated opposite the islands

! All dates are B.C., except when otherwise expressly stated.
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located there, as illustrated by the Homeric Poems (Od. 14.97; 18.84),
especially Kerkyra (Thue. 1.136.2).

Although we have references to the different peoples that inhabited
this territory generally referred to as Epirus that pre-date Thucydides, I
believe it is of interest to begin with the description that this Athenian
author made of this territory. In order to introduce the Peloponnesian
expedition of 429 against Akarnania, Thucydides reviews the forces at the
disposal of the Spartan navarchus Cnemus, both Greek and barbarian. On
the one hand, the Greek forces included Ambrakiots, Anaktorians and
Leukadians, in addition to one thousand Peloponnesian hoplites that had
been allocated by Sparta; on the other, “of Barbarians, there were a
thousand of those Chaonians, not subject to regal government. They were
commanded by Photius and Nicanor, who were of the families that were
eligible to govern, and who then held the annual office of archons. With
the Chaonians associated the Thesprotians, also not under regal
government. Some Molossians, too, and Atintanians came, led by
Sabylinthus, guardian to their king Tharyps, who was yet a minor; and
some Paravaeans, commanded by Oroedus, their king; with whom also
joined in the expedition a thousand Orestians, placed under the orders of
Oroedus by their king Antiochus. Perdiccas, too, unknown to the
Athenians, sent a thousand Macedonians, who, however, arrived too late
to be of any service” (Thuc. 2.80.5-7)%.

In this article we shall not linger on the issue of Thucydides’
consideration of all these peoples as barbarians, preferring to focus on
various other questions. First, we shall consider the fact that various
peoples were governed by kings, the majority in fact, whilst others, such
as the Chaonians and the Thesprotians, were not subject to regal
government (&faciievtot), being ruled by a kind of annual authority or
magistracy (mwpootateio). Whether the transition from a monarchical
regime to a regime of an aristocratic type, based on a group of
distinguished families that were perhaps linked to the former monarchs
(&% ToD apynol Yévoug), was a recent development, as has sometimes been
suggested”, is not something we can incontrovertibly state. Neither can we

? BapBapor 3¢ Xdoveg yihwor &Bositevtor, GV fyodvto émetnoiy wpostotele éx Tod
apynolb yévoug Pwtiog nai Nixdvwp. Evvestpatedovto 8¢ peta Xadvwv xol Osompwrol
&Bactievtor. Mokoooobs 3¢ ye nal "Atwvtéivag ZaBdiwdog Emitporog dv Odpumog tod
Bashéwe &t moudde Bvtog, xol IMapavatoug "Opotdog Bactiedwy. ‘Opéatar 8¢ yitol, GV
éBaathevey "Avtioyos, peta IHapavainy Euvestpatedovto "Opoidw 'Avtidyov émitpédavtoc.
Emepde 88 nod [epdinnag npdoo tdv " Adnvaiwy yihiovg Maxedévwy, of Hotepoy Hadov.

3 Cross 1932, 16.
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confirm that this development was first witnessed amongst the Chaonians
and that, due to the possible dominion or influence the Chaonians
exercised at this point over the Thesprotians, who would fight alongside
them during this campaign (Euvestpatebovto), the latter would proceed to
abolish the monarchy.

However, let us focus on the Molossians. At this point during the
last third of the fifth century, which is the period Thucydides is referring
to, the Molossians appeared to be a people settled in the inland areas
around what would become their ancestral home, the Ioannina Basin and
the mountainous regions bordering it to the east and to the north; their
neighbours, the Atintanians, would already have been under their
authority. In spite of this inland location and the fact that, at this time, the
best-known site in the whole of Epirus, the sanctuary of Dodona, was still
in the hands of the Thesprotians, the Molossians had begun to be
mentioned by various authors. Thus, for example, Herodotus (1.146)
includes the Molossians amongst the peoples who had emigrated to Ionia
and, even more importantly, a Molossian suitor, Alkon, responded to
Kleisthenes of Sikyon’s summoning of a competition for the marriage of
his daughter, Agariste. Since this announcement took place at the Olympic
Games of the year 572 and its purpose was to find the best of all the
Greeks ("EAA VOV amdvtoy ... Tov &ptotov) (Hdt. 6.126-127) to marry his
daughter, we can deduce that, at least during the first half of the sixth
century, the Molossians could present themselves amongst other Greeks as
a part of the Hellenic peoples; the fact that Herodotus recalled this episode
shortly before Thucydides included the Molossians amongst the barbarian
peoples who supported Sparta in 429 simply shows how the inclusion
criteria regarding Hellenic identity depended on the commentator in
question. However, let us leave this question to one side for the moment in
order to focus on the figure of Tharyps.

2. The Molossian King, Tharyps, and Relations with Athens

Justin, in his Epitome of the Philippic History of Pompeius Trogus,
introduces a digression regarding the history of Epirus and, in particular,
the history of the Molossians, in which there are various chronological
gaps and leaps forward, either because Trogus was using defective
sources or because Justin, when producing his epitome, summarised the
details. In relation to this king, the author states the following: “Given
that (Tharyps) was the youngest and sole survivor of the noble lineage,
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guardians were officially appointed, the concern of all being so much the
greater to preserve and educate him. He was even sent to Athens for the
sake of instruction; and, as he was more learned than his predecessors, so
he became more popular with his subjects. He was the first, accordingly,
who established laws, a senate, annual magistrates and the constitution of
the Republic; and as a seat of government was founded for the people by
Pyrrhus, so a more civilised way of life was introduced by Tharyps” (Just.
Epit. 17.3.10-13)".

In Justin’s account, Tharyps plays the role of the civilising hero, in
the same way as Pyrrhus/Neoptolemus, Achilles’ son, founder of the
kingdom and antecedent of the entire dynasty. We come across this
schema again in Trogus, in his description, for example, of the history of
Gargoris and Habis (Just. Epit. 44.4.1-12), in which each of the two
characters play similar roles to those of Pyrrhus and Tharyps
respectively, which would suggest similar compositional approaches. This
does not mean, however, that the details regarding this king are
necessarily false, as some commentators have suggested”.

More or less similar details, although devoid of the founding dualism
presented by Justin-Trogus, can also be found in Plutarch’s biography of
Pyrrhus. This author does not make that many references to the period
between Neoptolemus-Pyrrhus and the reign of Tharyps, over and above
general references to the fact that preceding monarchs had become
increasingly barbarian (éxBapBapwdévtwy) and their acts had fallen into
obscurity (apavpotépwy). This would all change with Tharyps: “It was
Tharyps, they say, who first introduced Greek customs and letters, and
regulated his cities by humane laws, which made him worthy of fame”
(Plut. Pyrrh. 1.4)°.

Tharyps’ stay in Athens and his relationship with the city, which
Justin refers to, was confirmed many years ago by the discovery of a large
stele at the Acropolis in Athens, in which the city recognises the
citizenship of Arybbas, grandson of Tharyps, recalling that this same

* Cui, quoniam pupillus el unicus ex gente nobili superessel, intentiore omnium cura
servandi etus educandique publice tutores constituuntur. Athenas quoque erudiendi gratia
missus. Quanto doctiur maioribus suis, tanto et populo gratior fuit. Primus itaque leges et
senatum annuosque magistratus et rei publicae formam composuit, et ut a Pyrro sedes, sic
vita cultior populo a Tharyba statula.

® Nilsson 1909, 43.

6 Ouppdmay Tpdtov iotopoboy ‘EXAnvinoic Edeot nal ypdppast xal vépotg pthavdpohTors
Staxoopfoovto TaE TOAELS Gvopootoy yevéodat. Fragoulaki 2013, 272-273 sees a
similarity between Plutarch's Staxospfcavta and Thucydides (2.100.2) Stexéopnae used
for the (parallel) figure of the Macedonian king Archelaos.

4
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honour had already been granted to his father (Alcetas) and his
grangfather (Tod, 173=Rhodes, Osborne, 70=IG II?, 226; ca. 342
a.C.)".

There are very few details that establish the dates and occasion of
the young Molossian king’s stay in Athens, or the period of time he stayed
there®, although it is possible that the defeat of the navarchus Cnemus and
his Epirote allies at Stratus in Akarnania (Thuc. 2.82), in which the
Chaonians and the rest of the Epirotes seem to have suffered significant
losses (Thuc. 2.81.6), may have led to a change in the Molossians’
alliances (taking advantage of the Chaonians’ weakness, these being the
tribe that had suffered the heaviest losses in the battle), leading them to
pass over to Athens. Neither do we know under what circumstances his
stay took place in Athens, whether he was a guest or a hostage. However,
there are few doubts regarding the fact that this connection with Athens
would have some interesting consequences.

Authors such as Justin seem to establish an implicit relationship
between the king’s stay in Athens and the founding of the institutions that
this author attributes to him and a section of contemporary commentators
have accepted in general terms®. Similarly, it has gradually been accepted
that the inclusion of Dodona within Molossian territory (being, therefore,
wrested from the control of the Thesprotians) (Str. 7.7.11) would have
taken place either during Tharyps’ reign or around that time'.
Furthermore, this king is considered to have established the koinon of the
Molossians in the form of a federal-type State'', and perhaps Justin’s
reference that he established the “rei publicae forma” is not at all
inappropriate here. Although Justin does not refer specifically to the kind
of State that emerged, he does nevertheless suggest that Tharyps was
responsible for establishing a new political organisation, which would have
involved the creation of cities, which is something that Plutarch also
seems to suggest.

Based on these sources, it is possible that one of the fundamental
changes attributed to Tharyps relates to the process of urbanisation in
Molossia, even though this took on certain specific characteristics in this
territory, as we shall see. In this respect, it matters little whether the king

T[— — émadh — — — W woht] / ela 1) Sod[et]oa [t watpl nar] /1 téL Thmmowt (1. 1-

8 Some scholars have placed his stay between 428 and 424: Cabanes 2010, 137.
9 Cabanes 1976, 171.

10 Cabanes 1976, 113; Dieterle 2007, 17.

' Beck 1997, 142; Funke 2000, 127-128.
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himself was the promoter of this process or whether it occurred on its
own, since either way this development strengthened his position,
especially vis-a-vis the exterior, thus facilitating Molossia’s emergence on
the international scene, as witnessed by the fact that Molossia would come
to form part of the Second Athenian League shortly after the end of his
reign, represented by King Alcetas and his son, Neoptolemus'®.

We can accept that in all this tradition there is a marked
athenocentric bias'® but it is evident the change of political orientation of
Molossia, which passes from the alliance with Sparta to a good
relationship with Athens. This may give (certain) credibility to the
seminal paper of Tharyps in the political construction of the Molossian
state and, even, to the importance of the relationship with Athens to
explain, at least in part, those changes'. Some more arguments will be
advanced in the following pages.

3. The Archaeological Context in Molossia:
Late Fifth Century to the Fourth Century

A number of commentators have sought to link the emergence of
many Molossian settlements with the construction policy implemented
under Tharyps'. In fact, they have sought to trace the origins of various
fortified settlements in Molossia back to the reign of this king, without
much archaeological evidence'. However, a detailed analysis of this
question has revealed that many of them were founded much later.
Amongst the sites that have been subject to analysis in recent times we
might mention Megalo Gardiki, located to the north of Ioannina, where,
alongside other later buildings, a stretch of wall dating from the first half
of the third century has been identified, whilst another stretch would date
from the second half of the second century B.C. Furthermore, the oldest

2 Tod, 123=Rhodes-Osborne, 22, 1l. 109-110=IG II*> 43. Between Tharyps' kingship
and the integration of Molossia in the Second Athenian League there are some evidence of
good relations between Athens and Molossia; see Fragoulaki 2013, 273-274; this is shown
also by the increasingly influence of Dodona in Athens already since late fifth century:
Eleutheratou 2016, 191-192.

13 Davies 2000, 253-254 suggests that “it will be as well not take it too seriously”.

" See the judicious observations of Fantasia 2017, 54-55: “Cid probabilmente non
basta a liquidare come pura invenzione l'intera tradizione dull'educazione 'alla greca' di
Tharyps, come pure & stato fatto passato con un eccesso di pirronismo storico'.

15 See Pliakou 2007, 64-66.

16 Dakaris 1987, 72-73.
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ceramic items discovered would date from the first half of the third
century'’. In Kastritsa, located to the south of Ioannina, an early unwalled
settlement has been detected on the eastern side of the hill, where remains
have been discovered corresponding to a long period stretching from the
end of the Bronze Age to the end of the fourth century B.C. At the top of
the hill, the commencement of building activities has been dated back to
the first half of the third century. Meanwhile, in the necropolis areas,
various items have been discovered dating from the end of the fifth
century B.C., whilst some of the tombs date from the second half of the
fourth century, end of the fourth century and the beginning of the third
century B.C.'®.

Recent excavations at the kastro of Ioannina have also brought
various ancient remains to light. Thus, ceramics dating from the end of the
fifth century and the fourth century B.C. have been discovered at the
southern acropolis, whilst in the northern acropolis the remains of a
building have been found that, based on the ceramics discovered there,
could date from the second half of the fourth century B.C. Whatever the
case may be, the site does not appear to have been walled until the
beginning of the third century'. For the rest of the settlements that
appear to have been fortified in the Toannina Basin, we do not even have
any reliable archaeological data at our disposal.

Partly thanks to the boost that has been provided for archaeological
activities in this region due to the construction of large-scale modern
infrastructures (especially the Egnatia Odos), we have been able to
discover new settlements about which little information previously existed.
These may help us to change the vision that existed regarding this
territory until just a few years ago. The catalogue of sites is quite
extensive, as is the diversity of these sites. However, here we shall
concentrate on those that have provided us with the greatest amount of
new information.

First of all, amongst the non-fortified sites, we might mention Agioi
Apostoloi (Pedini), featuring remains dating from the end of the sixth
century to the beginning of the fifth century; the earliest dwellings appear
to date from the last few decades of the fifth century; this settlement also
includes a number of tombs that date from between the fifth century and

7 Pliakou 2007, 67 (walls), 78 (pottery) and 86-87 (coins); Id. 2015, 41.

18 Pliakou 2007, 115 (unfortified settlement), 134-135. (acropolis), 136-137 (tombs);
Giouni et al. 2015, 23-25.

1% Pliakou 2007, 144 (South acropolis), 145 (north acropolis), 150 (fortification).
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the second half of the fourth century B.C.*°. As far as Dourouti is
concerned, this is one of the best-known sites, where the remains of a non-
fortified settlement and a necropolis have subject to research. In the
central part of the site some 140 tombs have been excavated, dating from
between the end of the Geometric Period to the Early Hellenistic Period,
with the richest discoveries corresponding to the sixth and fifth centuries
B.C. Similarly, two circular buildings have been identified that make up a
Demeter Temple, having been built during the first half of the fourth
century B.C.*". Few details exist regarding the dwellings.

On the top of a hill at Rachi Platanias, a complex of dwelling areas
separated by streets, together with a free public area (square), have been
discovered, dating from the end of the fifth century (Fig. 2). The complex
reached its most developed phase during the second part of the first half of
the fourth century B.C. This settlement, where an area measuring 4,000
m® has been excavated, emerged on a site that had not been previously
occupied. In the south-western part of the site (Building Complex A), a
public building was excavated and in one of the rooms was discovered
what appeared to be an eschara used for sacrifices, although hardly any
items of a religious nature were found. During its second phase, at around
the middle of the fourth century, the settlement acquired a more
monumental character. Remains of tiles that were stamped with the
lightning bolt symbol linked to Dodona and the Molossians would seem to
correspond to this phase, which would confirm the official nature of
Building A at Rachi Platanias, based on a function that was perhaps both
religious and administrative®®. The rest of the buildings discovered appear
to be houses organised around a series of courtyards, which do not
correspond to single dwellings, but various dwellings as part of a complex,
accompanied by storage areas (pithoi) and cereal processing areas (mills)
in auxiliary structures around the courtyards. A ceramic oven was also
discovered, together with another oven used for the forging of iron
objects, both weapons and tools. The housing, which would have emerged
in the highest parts of the settlement, appears to have extended down
towards the lowest parts during the Hellenistic Period. This site appears

20 Pliakou 2007, 154-156 (settlement), 157 (necropolis); Soueref 2016, 110
(lekythor).

21 Andréou, Gravani 1997, 581-626; Pliakou 2007, 159-161 (necropolis), 161-163
(sanctuary of Demeter); Andréou 2018, 111-116.

22 Pliakou 2007, 167-170; there are doubts about the chronology of the tiles and they
could be later than the fourth century B.C.: Soueref 2016, 58.
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to have been finally abandoned in the middle of the second century B.C.,
perhaps coinciding with the Roman invasion®.

Pliakou has suggested that the emergence of this settlement would
have to be linked with the reformist activity of King Tharyps; similarly,
the second settlement phase would appear to be connected with the
destruction that Molossia suffered at the hands of the Illyrians*, who
seem to have attacked the region on two occasions, in around 385-4 and
around 360 (Diod.Sic. 15.13.1-3; Frontin. Strat. 2.5.19; Callisth.
FGrHist 124 F 27)%, although with different consequences in each case.

For its part, the Rodotopi Temple, which has been identified in a
rather unsubstantiated manner with Zeus Areius, appears to have been
constructed in the third century B.C., although we cannot rule out the idea
that it was used for cult purposes, perhaps in the form of a simple altar,
during the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. As we have mentioned, its
identification as a Zeus Areius temple is somewhat questionable®.

Other site, very badly known, is Episkopi Servianon placed in the
southern part of the Ioannina basin; besides findings from earliest times, it
seems to have been in use since the last part of the fifth century B.C. (the
same date as the previously mentioned Rachi Platanias). The buildings of
this phase are badly preserved but it was, undoubtedly, an unfortified
settlement. Several terracottae of religious type were also found in this
site, dated to the fifth century B.C. During the Hellenistic period, when
the buildings are best known, it seems to have developed into an
agricultural and trading settlement. A cemetery of Roman imperial times
was also excavated®’.

This outlook, in which we can observe the emergence of new
settlements based on an organized urban structure and the existence of
buildings of a type customary to the rest of the Greek world, including the
use of tiles, contrasts with the habitual situation that appears to have
existed throughout a good part of Epirus up until that time. In effect, at
sites such as Vitsa and Liatovouni, situated in the most mountainous part
of Molossia, settlements have been excavated, over and above the
respective cemeteries. At Liatovouni two settlement phases were
discovered; during both phases, the houses were of oblong or rectangular

23 Pliakou 1999, 454-455; Id. 2000, 544-545; Id. 2001-2004, 3-6; Id. 2007, 170-
178.

24 Pliakou 2007, 182.

2> Hammond 1967, 278.

26 Pliakou 2007, 98-99.

27 Pliakou 2007, 194-195; Soueref 2016, 59-60 (terracottae).
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shape and consisted of a base of unworked fieldstones that served as a
socle for walls made of mud-bricks framed by wooden posts. The first
phase would have begun during the Bronze Age (in the LH III C Period)
and the second phase, at the end of which the settlement was abandoned,
can be dated from the end of the fifth century or the first quarter of the
fourt}218 century B.C., thanks to the pottery items that have been found
there=®.

At Vitsa the picture is somewhat different, given that various of the
circular or oval-shaped huts dating from the Geometric and Archaic
Periods were replaced as of the fifth century and during the fourth century
with square and rectangular houses, although these were based on a very
similar building technique to that used for the preceding huts, and these
houses only had one room or, at the very most, two; in some cases (House
7Z) we can even see how an oval-shaped building was redesigned through
the construction of straight walls. Nevertheless, one of the most recent
houses, House 0, presents a rectangular design and a more complex inner
structure, including several rooms and, above all, a roof made of ceramic
tiles. The site appears to have been abandoned due to the destruction that
took place at the end of the third quarter of the fourth century B.C.*". The
survival of settlements and necropoleis built between the end of the
Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age well into the Classical Period is not
unusual in Epirus, especially in the more mountainous areas®.

Adjacent areas, which are linked to Thesprotia rather than
Molossia, seem to present a similar situation. In this respect, we might
mention Skala Aetou, in Philiates, in the middle valley of Kalamas, which
has been excavated in recent years (2005-2007), although the results of
this excavation have still not been published in detail. At least two
rectangular buildings were found there with their ends forming an apse
shape. The best preserved of these (Number 3) measured 14.50 x 3.50
metres; inside, an area was found with the remains of paving and pitho.
The materials can be dated back to between the Iron Age and the fourth
century B.C. From the brief reports that have been published to date, it
seems that the oldest imported materials correspond to the fourth century
B.C., in the form of fragments of Attic black-glazed pottery™'.

8 Douzougli, Papadopoulos 2010, 62-66.

29 Vokotopoulou 1987, 53-64; Id. 1994, 189-220.

30 Andréou, Andréou 1999, 77-90.

31 Riginos 2005, 573-575; Metallinou et al. 2012, 349-354; Lamprou, Saltagianni
2007, 5-11.
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Thanks to these archaeological sites, we can form an idea of how the
settlements of Molossia progressed before the period that began at the end
of the fifth century B.C., because, throughout the rest of the region, the
specific information we have at our disposal is extremely scarce, no doubt
because the structures that were raised were made of perishable materials
(wood, mud and straw), which leave very few archaeological traces and
which, in the best of cases, have been detected thanks to the materials that
have been discovered during various prospections®.

Thus, whilst Liatovouni appears to have been abandoned before a
visible urban transformation took place there, Vitsa lasted somewhat
longer and we can observe the presence of rectangular houses,
constructions that were, nevertheless, very different to those that
gradually emerged at sites such as Rachi Platanias, which present a new
design based on the models that were introduced throughout Molossia,
whilst those at Vitsa appear to have been a local adaptation of the old,
based on techniques very similar to those used up until that time. Having
said this, House O, which appears to have been built at a later stage,
presents clear advances, such as the use of tiles and a more complex inner
structure, being similar to the houses frequently found in the settlements
located on the plains.

However, contrary to the opinion of some commentators, the end of
this kind of settlement does not coincide with the emergence of fortified
centres such as those of Megalo Gardiki and Kastritsa® which, at least
during their walled phase, appear to have sprung up later (in the early
third century B.C.), but with the development of the non-fortified
settlements that began to emerge between the end of the fifth century and
the beginning of the fourth century B.C., of which the site of Rachi
Platanias is the best known.

All of this suggests that, as of the end of the fifth century B.C., an
important change regarding the model of occupation of the region took
place in Molossia, which consisted of a development from sites that are
hardly perceptible in archaeological terms — but which include necropoleis
of rich interest (such as that of Dourouti) — to settlements made up of
dwellings and other structures of rectangular design mostly located on
unfortified sites, but which already present a clear functional
differentiation amongst them?®'. It is possible that, contrary to some

32 Pliakou 2007, 226-228.

33 Douzougli, Papadopoulos 2010, 66; Papadopoulos 2016, 453.

34 The archaeological research in the Ioannina basin, through a diachronic approach has
observed how the late fifth century B.C. is a period of great changes in the material culture
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theories that believe this process to be the consequence of Molossian
penetration into the Ioannina Basin®®, this signified a social and political
change, one of considerable importance, given that this moment marks
Molossia’s heyday and the shedding of its traditional allies, the
Thesprotians and Chaonians, with which it had taken part in the
disastrous campaign of 429 against the Akarnanians.

The period that seems to coincide with the emergence of
establishments of a new kind and the end of the old-style constructions
(Liatovouni) or the partial transformation of the old models (Vitsa), as
well as the references to this question that appear in written sources,
would be the reorganisation period that Tharyps instigated within
Molossia, a period which, as we have seen, led Justin to consider him
virtually the founder of Molossia. However, in spite of Justin’s
affirmations, Tharyps’ measures do not seem to have necessarily led to the
appearance of poleis; at least archaeology does not confirm this
impression. Rather, the region witnessed the emergence of a series of
organised settlements, of medium size, although endowed with a clear
internal structure and even certain symbols of power?. This does not
contradict the impression given by authors such as Pseudo-Skylax (§ 32),
who stated that the Molossians lived in villages (xatd xwp.oag), a term that
not only has an urban meaning, but even a political significance®.
Whatever the case may be, the same text declares (§ 31) that the
Cassopaeans also lived in villages (olxobot 3¢ odtot naté xodpog), when
they had already undertaken a process of synoecism that would lead to the
establishment of the city of Cassope between 380 and 360 B.C.?®. It is
difficult to precisely date the information reported by Pseudo-Skylax
regarding these territories and sometimes he engages in circular
arguments, but, whatever the case may be, this text also attributes a short
stretch of coast (some 40 stadia) to the Molossians, which was located in
the Gulf of Ambrakia.

The case of Cassope, which during this period at the beginning of
the fourth century was still yet to be incorporated into the Molossian

of the region, including the changes both in building techniques and in pottery, with the
arrival of imports and, mainly, with the end of hand-made pottery. See Pliakou 2018, 227-
236.

35 See Pliakou 2007, 298.

3 For example, the tiles stamped with the lightning bolt symbol discovered in Rachi
Platanias: Pliakou 2007, 167-172.

37 Hansen 1995, 51.

38 In general, Dakaris 1971; about its foundation around 360 B.C., Schwandner 1985,
462; Riginos 2010, 61-78.
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State, but at least maintained neighbourly relations with it, as suggested
by Pseudo-Skylax’s text, indicates how different parts of Southern Epirus
progressively reacted to the political changes that were taking place
throughout the region. Thus, whilst Cassopaea witnessed the emergence
of an important city that included part of the ethnos of the Cassopaeans, a
few kilometres away (some 12 kilometres) an unfortified settlement
continued to exist of which only the necropolis is known (Michalitsi) and
whose relationship with Cassope is unclear (some commentators consider
it to have been a harbour settlement linked to the city), but which
flourished considerably throughout the second half of the fourth century®.
This simply demonstrates how, within a very short distance, different
processes were taking place at the same time.

The impression we have, therefore, is that the far-reaching changes
that Justin attributes to Tharyps cannot always be understood in a literal
sense, because they are being reinterpreted in accordance with criteria
that neither correspond to the period or the situation that existed in Epirus
during the transition from the fifth to the fourth century, but rather
according to subsequent criteria. Nevertheless, neither can we rule out the
idea that the traditional discourse regarding Tharyps’ role and his
influence in creating a new political framework in Molossia may contain
some element of truth, however much it may have been reinterpreted by
subsequent authors. Whether these changes were due to the experiences
that the king had enjoyed in his younger days in Athens or, on the
contrary, were simply the result of a generalised climate of change
throughout these territories, is difficult to establish. However, there can
be no doubt that Athens observed these changes with interest, given that
it would not have forgotten that the Molossians fought alongside the
Chaonians and Thesprotians in the campaign of 429. As we have already
seen, this rapprochement with regard to Athens is reflected in the
granting of Athenian citizenship, which was later extended to Tharyps’
son and grandson, not to mention Molossia’s participation, under Kings
Alcetas and Neoptolemus, in the Second Athenian League.

As we have seen, we can accept that the new political model
introduced by Tharyps or his immediate successors was the koinon of the
Molossians. The existence of a shared structure that encompassed all
Molossians is manifested in the emergence of a series of coinages in silver
and bronze during the first half of the fourth century B.C., produced
according to the Athenian weight standards and featuring the legend
MOAOZXZXEQN on the reverse side, although we cannot know for sure

39 Gravani 1997, 79-93.
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whether it was Tharyps himself who initiated these coinages or it was his
son, Alcetas®. In this respect, various authors attribute intensive political
activity to Alcetas, based on a policy of ending Molossia’s isolation*'. In
either case, the minting of a currency in the name of the Molossians must
have coincided with the emergence of a political structure that
encompassed all those who considered themselves part of the Molossian
ethnos and accepted the authority of the Aeacid Dynasty*®. It was around
the time of the defeat of the Epirotes in 429 that Euripides (perhaps in
428)*%, wrote his tragedy Andromache, in which he presents (especially in
verses 1231-1272) the origin of the genealogical line of the Aeacidae,
which may be linked to the young Tharyps’ stay in Athens after the
Epirote defeat*’.

There may seem to be a contradiction between the scarce presence
of cities (poleis) recorded throughout Molossian territory during the fourth
century and Plutarch’s news (Pyrrh. 1.5) regarding the civilising work
carried out by Tharyps regarding the cities. However, in the year 167
B.C., when the Romans carried out their widescale repression of the
defeated Molossians, Livy (45.34.1-6) states that Aemilius Paulus sacked
some 70 cities, which he refers to as civitates and urbes, whose walls he
also ordered to be destroyed. Neither in this case does this information
seem to have much archaeological basis, given that, although the number
of fortified sites throughout Molossia was quite considerable by this time,
the fact is that the majority of them were of small size*”. During the
campaign of L. Anicius in 168, Livy (45.26.4) talks about oppida,
including the four main sites (Passaron, Tekmon, Phylakai and Horraon),
although he later refers to the first as civitas (Livy 45.26.5) It would
appear to be more correct to refer to the Molossian settlements of the
second century B.C. as oppida rather than urbes or civitates.

40 Franke 1961, 85-106.

41 De Sensi Sestito 2011, 364-365.

2 With regard to these coinages that began in the early fourth century based on the
Attic standard, compared to the rest of the coinages in Epirus that followed the Korkyrean
standard, see Franke 1961; Liampi 2008, 51. Among other aspects, these coins feature
the lightning bolt, the symbol of Dodonaean Zeus.

3 A recent discussion of the chronology of Andromache in Storey 2017, 123-124.

* With regard to the link between Andromache and Tharyps, see Robertson 1923, 58-
60; this author suggested that the play was performed in Epirus itself. See also Allan
2000, 154-155, suggesting that “a performance in Molossia would make an excellent
overture to the beginning of his reign in 423”. Further suggestions about its possible
production in Molossia in Butrica 2001, 188-197.

4 Dausse 2007, 197-233.
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