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Brenno Boccadoro is a swiss musicologist, professor at the Music Departement 
of the University of Geneva. In 1995 he was he was in charge of researching 
the sources of the Dictionnaire de Musique of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and he 
wrote an appendix about Giuseppe Tartini – Tartini, Rousseau et les Lumières 
– for the first critical edition of the Dictionnaire, in: B. Gagnebin, J. Starob-
inski, J.-J. Eigeldinger, S. Baud-Bovy, O. Pot (sous la dir. de),  Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, Oeuvres complètes, 1995. After that he wrote a book about ancient 
Greek theories on musical ethos: Ethos e Varietas. Trasformazione qualitativa 
e metabole nella teoria musicale dell’Antichità greca, 2002.  In the following 
years he devoted himself to the humanist interpretations of those ideas: The 
psychotorpic power of music during the Renaissance, in: Thomas Cochrane, 
Bernardino Fantini and Klaus Scherer (eds.), The Emotional Power of Music. 
Multidisciplinary perspectives on musical arousal, expression, and social con-
trol, 2013. In 2012, for the 300th anniversary of the birth of J.J. Rousseau, he 
published a new critical edition of the Dictionnaire de Musique [with Amalia 
Collisani] in: J.-J. Rousseau, Œuvres complètes, 2012; as well of his musical 
writings, Ecrits sur la musique, vol. XII. In the last few years he wrote about 
Early Jazz.

Bernardino Fantini. Born in Nepi (Viterbo, Italy) in 1947, Bernardino Fantini 
is professor emeritus of the history of medicine and health at the Faculty of 
Medicine of the University of Geneva. He is the president of the Italian In-
stitute of Anthropology. His research and teaching domains are the history of 
epidemics and public health, the history of molecular biology, the philosophy 
of life sciences, the theoretical and experimental study of the relationships 
between music, science and medicine.

Carlo Gabbani graduated in Philosophy and in Psychology and holds a Phd in 
Philosophy. He teaches Philosophy and History. He is the author of: Episte-
mologia e clinica (2013); Realismo e antirealismo scientifico. Un’introduzione 
(2018); and the editor of: Two Images. The Manifest and Scientific Conceptions 
of the Human Being, 50 Years On (2012); (with R. Campaner), Causation and 

Mefisto_4-2.indb   203Mefisto_4-2.indb   203 05/01/21   17:2305/01/21   17:23



204	 CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE

Mental Causation (2015); (with G. Bonino and P. Tripodi), Biblioteca analiti-
ca: i testi fondamentali. Linguaggio, conoscenza, mente (2020).

Maria Teresa Monti is Professor of the History of Science at the University 
of Eastern Piedmont (Department of Humanities). She is a member of the 
Scientific Board of the “Società Italiana di Storia, Filosofia e Studi Sociali 
della Biologia e della Medicina” (BIOM) and of the National Editions of 
Lazzaro Spallanzani’s and Antonio Vallisneri’s Works. She is a long-standing 
collaborator with the Institutes for the History of Medicine of the Univer-
sities of Geneva, Lausanne, and Bern and with the “Société d’Histoire et 
Epistémologie des Sciences de la Vie,” where she is vice-chairperson. Her 
research focuses on the history of life sciences in the Early Modern period 
and she has published critical editions, papers and monographs on Europe-
an scientists (Haller, Spallanzani, Vallisneri, Corti) and scientific institutions 
during the Ancien Régime.

Yamina Oudai Celso has been Balzan Prize Post-doctoral Fellow at University of 
Geneva, lecturer at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice (faculty of philosophy), 
where she achieved her PhD in philosophy, and lecturer at Bicocca University 
of Milan (faculty of psychology). She also worked at Paris 7 Diderot Universi-
ty and obtained a French habilitation to the functions of Associate Professor. 
Her research interests mainly concern history and analysis of Freud’s and 
Nietzsche’s opera omnia, dynamic psychiatry and German philosophy of late 
19th century, history of emotional lexicon, epistemology of psychoanalysis, E. 
R. Kandel’s neuropsychoanalysis.

Marc J. Ratcliff is Lecturer of epistemology and history of psychology at the 
Faculty of psychology and educational sciences of the University of Geneva, 
and scientific collaborator to the Archives Jean Piaget in Geneva. He did a 
PhD in developmental psychology (1995), then a second PhD in history of 
sciences (2001) at University College London. He published papers, books 
and edited books in the fields of the history of science, epistemology and 
history of psychology, concerning experimental practices in sciences, shared 
knowledge and models of innovation. His currents works deal with scientific 
discovery (Genèse d’une découverte, 2016) and the origins and development 
of psychology in Geneva, particularly concerning Jean Piaget. 

Aldo Trucchio is researcher at the Centre interuniversitaire de recherche sur la 
science et la technologie (CIRST), in Montréal. He took a PhD in Modern po-
litical philosophy (University of Naples “L’Orientale”) and a PhD in French 
modern litterature (University of Geneva). He worked as a teacher and/or 
researcher in Academical Institutions in Naples, Salerno, Paris, Mexico City, 
Geneva, Berne, Lausanne, Le Mans, Québec City and Montréal. His scienti-
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fic interests include political philosophy and the history of the relationship 
between literature and science from the perspective of Medical Humanities. 
For his bibliography, see: https://uqam.academia.edu/AldoTrucchio

Fernando Vidal is Research Professor, Catalan Institution for Research and 
Advanced Studies, and Professor, Medical Anthropology Research Center, 
Rovira i Virgili University. A former Guggenheim Fellow and graduate of 
Harvard University, the Universities of Geneva and Paris, and the EHESS, 
he was permanent Senior Research Scholar, Max Planck Institute for the 
History of Science, Berlin. He works on the history of the mind and brain sci-
ences, and currently examines how the disorders of consciousness articulate 
with notions and practices of subjectivity. Among his publications are The 
Moral Authority of Nature (ed. with L. Daston), The Sciences of the Soul: The 
Early Modern Origins of Psychology, and (with F. Ortega) Brain Brains: Mak-
ing the Cerebral Subject. Web: icrea.academia.edu/FVidal.
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