
AUTHORS

umberto bresCiani, B.A. & M.A. in Philosophy & Theology (Parma, 1968), 
B.A. in History and Chinese Studies (University of Maryland, 1973), 
M.A. in Chinese Literature (National Taiwan University, Taipei, 
1975), PhD in Chinese Literature (National Taiwan University, Tai-
pei, 1983), is Assistant Professor of Italian Language at the Nation-
al Taiwan Normal University (since 1973) and, since 2003, Assistant 
Professor of Italian Language at the Fujen Catholic University in Tai-
wan. His research focuses on comparative philosophy (Confucianism 
and Western thought) and theological dialogue (Confucianism and 
Christianity). Among his recent publications: Reinventing Confucian-
ism: The New Confucian Movement, Ricci Institute, Taipei 2001; La 
filosofia cinese nel ventesimo secolo – I nuovi confuciani, Urbaniana 
University Press, Roma 2009; Il Confucianesimo Politico, in «Itinerari 
d’Impresa», n. 9, Rubbettino, Soveria Mannelli 2006; Confucianism 
and Christianity, in K.J. Becker-I. Morali-G. D’Costa (eds), Catho-
lic Engagement with World Religions: A Comprehensive Study, Orbis 
Books, New York 2010.

antonio Carnevale is Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Political Philoso-
phy at the Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna – Pisa. He spent research pe-
riods at the Institut für Sozialforschung (Johann Wolfgang Goethe-
Universität, Frankfurt am Main) with Axel Honneth (2003), and he 
was Visiting Scholar at Committee on Social Thought of the Uni-
versity of Chicago (2006). His areas of specialization: modern and 
contemporaneous political philosophy, political and social thought of 
Hegel, theories of recognition, autonomy and intersubjectivity, social 
justice, shame, vulnerability and technology. Most significant publi-
cations: A. Carnevale-A. Lenci, Il “sociale” della giustizia. Questioni di 
genere e questioni di riconoscimento, Pensa Multimedia, Lecce 2008; 
A. Carnevale-I. Strazzeri (eds), Lotte, riconoscimento, diritti, Morlac-
chi University Press, Perugia 2011. Translations: A. Honneth, Il do-
lore dell’indeterminato, Manifestolibri, Rome 2003; A. Honneth, Pa-
tologie della ragione, Pensa Multimedia, Lecce 2012.

Pirni - Questioning Universalism.indb   223 07/01/14   10:50



Questioning Universalism224

Chiara Certomà is Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Scuola Superiore 
Sant’Anna – Pisa, where she works on environmental politics, urban 
and rural space planning and Science, Technology and Society. She is 
currently visiting researcher at the University of Ghent, Belgium, and 
conducted research at the Open University, UK, and at the Rachel 
Carson Center for Environment and Society, LMU, Munich. She re-
cently co-edited the book The Politics of Space and Place: Exclusions, 
Resistance and Alternatives (Cambridge Scholarly Publishing, New-
castle upon Tyne 2012) and authored a book on the emergence of 
political ecology in Italy (Laura Conti. Alle radici dell’ecologia, Edizio-
ni e Ambiente, Milano 2012). Amongst the others, she has recently 
published the following articles in peer-reviewed journals: Biopolitica 
dello spazio. Popolazione, potere, luoghi, in «Journal of the Société in-
ternationale d’ethnographie», n. 1, 2012; Critical Urban Gardening as 
Post-Environmentalist Practice, in «Local Environment», 16/1, 2011; 
Environmental Politics and Place Authenticity Protection, in «Environ-
mental Values», vol. 18/3, 2009.

pradeep Chakkarath is a Social and Cultural Psychologist at the Ruhr-
University Bochum, Germany. He is also a Fellow Alumnus of the 
Institute for Advanced Study at the University of Konstanz, Germa-
ny. Currently, his main interests are in human development from a 
cultural and interdisciplinary perspective, the history and methodol-
ogy of the social sciences, and the relevance of the indigenous psy-
chology approach. Main publications: P. Chakkarath, Kultur und Psy-
chologie: Zur wissenschaftlichen Entstehung und zur Ortsbestimmung 
der Kulturpsychologie [Culture and psychology: On the scientific de-
velopment and status quo of cultural psychology], Kovac, Hamburg 
2003; W. Friedlmeier-P. Chakkarath-B. Schwarz (eds), Culture and 
Human Development: The Importance of Crosscultural Research for 
the Social Sciences, Psychology Press, New York 2005; P. Chakkarath, 
The Role of Indigenous Psychologies in the Building of Basic Cultural 
Psychology, in J. Valsiner (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Culture and 
Psychology, Oxford University Press, New York 2012.

roberto Franzini tibaldeo, PhD in Science of Culture (Modena, 2005), 
and in Philosophy (Torino, 2011), is Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
in Political Philosophy at at the Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna – Pisa. 
His research focuses on contemporary nihilism and its relationship 

Pirni - Questioning Universalism.indb   224 07/01/14   10:50



Authors 225

with technique and ethics. He has been awarded DAAD research 
grants to carry out research at the Konstanz Universität (Germany). 
Among his philosophical interests: ethics and politics of responsi-
bility, landscape ethics, intercultural education, philosophy for com-
munity. Among his recent publications: From Dualism to the Preser-
vation of Ambivalence. Hans Jonas’ “Ontological Revolution” as the 
Background to his Ethics of Responsibility, in C. Larrère-É. Pommier 
(eds), L’éthique de la vie chez Hans Jonas, Publications de la Sorbonne, 
Paris 2013; Responsabilità sociale per il paesaggio. Un quadro riflessivo 
per le comunità alpine, in B. Castiglioni-M. Varotto (eds), Whose Alps 
are These? Governance, Ownerships and Belongings in Contemporary 
Alpine Regions, Padova University Press, Padova 2013.

heidrun Friese is Professor of Intercultural Communication at the TU 
Chemnitz, Germany. Engaging a broad range of theoretical and an-
thropological issues, her research interests focus on social and politi-
cal theory, (cultural) identities; time, history and memory; concepts 
of space, borders and transnationalism, undocumented migration; 
friendship and hospitality. Recent publications include Notions of 
Friendship in Philosophical and Anthropological Thought, in A. Kumar 
Giri-J. Clammer (eds), Philosophy and Anthropology: Border-Crossing 
and Transformations, Anthem Press, London 2013; Border Econo-
mies. Lampedusa and the Nascent Migration Industry, in A. Mountz-
L. Briskman (eds), «Shima: The International Journal of Research 
Into Island Cultures», Special issue on Detention Islands, 6, 2 (2012); 
The Limits of Hospitality. Political Philosophy, Undocumented Migra-
tion and the Local Arena, Special issue «European Journal for Social 
Theory», 13, 3 (2010), pp. 323-341; Times, History and Discourse, in 
«Time and History», edited by W. Gallois, special issue Rethinking 
History, 14, 3 (2010).

barbara henry is Full Professor of Political Philosophy at the Scuola Su-
periore Sant’Anna – Pisa. She did research work at the University of 
Bochum, Saarland, Erlangen-Nürnberg, and lectured at the Univer-
sity of Frankfurt am Main. The main issues of her inquires are: Ger-
man classical philosophy, neokantianism, modern political myths and 
totalitarianism, political and cultural identity, tolerance and intercul-
turality, political and cultural globalisation, gender issues, qualitative 
empirical research. She published books and articles on E. Cassirer, 

Pirni - Questioning Universalism.indb   225 07/01/14   10:50



Questioning Universalism226

H. Arendt, M. Heidegger, E. Jünger. She has been in charge of the 
Confucio Institute in Pisa till 2010. Among her publications: Dal 
Golem ai cyborgs. Trasmigrazioni dell’immaginario, Belforte Editore, 
Livorno 2013; with A. Pirni (eds), Der Asymmetrische Westen. Prag-
matik der Koexistenz in pluralistischen Gesellschaften, Transcript, 
Bielefeld 2012; Multiculturalismo, in L. Cedroni-M. Calloni, Filosofia 
politica contemporanea, Le Monnier Università, Milano 2012; Trasmi-
grations among Cultural Imaginaries. Political-Philosophical Symbols 
between West and East, in «International Journal of Humanity and 
Social Sciences», Vol. 1, Issue 2, 2011; The “Weltbild” Concept Ac-
cording to Ernst Cassirer, in «Humana.Mente. Journal of Philosophi-
cal Studies», Vol. 18, 2011.

anna loretoni is Associate Professor in Political Philosophy at the Scuola 
Superiore Sant’Anna – Pisa. Since 2011 she is the coordinator of the 
PhD program in “Politics, Human Rights and Sustainability” and 
since 2013 she is Vice-Dean of the School of Social Sciences at the 
Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna. Since 2002 she also held positions at 
the University for Foreigners Perugia and the University of Florence. 
Furthermore she teached Human Rights at the Kalì Ahfad Univer-
sity in Marrakesh (Marocco) and the Center on Human Rights of 
the Peking University (China). Her research interests concern the 
war theories of Carl von Clausewitz and the Kantian reflections on 
a perpetual peace and international order, war theories of the 20th 
century, federalism and national and supranational identities. In the 
last years she was working on the European integration. Among her 
publications: Pace e progresso in Kant, ESI, Napoli 1996; Teorie della 
pace. Teorie della guerra, Edizioni ETS, Pisa 2005; B. Henry-A. Lore-
toni (eds), The Emerging European Union. Identity, Citizenshp, Rights, 
Edizioni ETS, Pisa 2005; B. Henry-A. Loretoni-A. Pirni, Laicità e 
principio di non discriminazione, Rubbettino, Soveria Mannelli 2009; 
“Il piacere di disilludere”. Disvelamento e decostruzione attraverso il 
genere, in A. Pirni (ed.), Verità del potere, potere della verità, Edizioni 
ETS, Pisa 2012.

jérôme pauChard cooperates with Univeristé Paris-Diderot VII (2011-
2013), University of Sichuan (2013), Institut Ricci (2012-2013) and 
Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna – Pisa (2011) on research projects. 
His areas of specialization: Chinese philosophy (Legism, Chan 

Pirni - Questioning Universalism.indb   226 07/01/14   10:50



Authors 227

buddhism), literature of the Southern Song dynasty and psycho-
analysis in China. Most significant publications: Retour du Confu-
cianisme, mais lequel?, Ancora del Mediterraneo, Napoli 2011; the 
translation of S. Leys, La foresta in fiamme, Le Lettere, Firenze 
2006; the translation of Lu Xun, La vera storia di Ah Qi, Giunti, 
Firenze 2006; Le problème avec François Jullien, PUF, Paris, forth-
coming.

alberto pirni is Assistant Professor of Political Philosophy at the Scuola 
Superiore Sant’Anna – Pisa. He obtained a PhD in Philosophy (2003) 
from the University of Genoa. He spent research periods by Eber-
hard-Karls-Universität Tübingen (1997; 2000; 2001; 2004) and by the 
Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg i.Br. (2005). He is Scientific Co-
ordinator of Acqui Terme Intensive Seminar in Philosophy (Alessan-
dria, Italy). He is also member of the Scientific Board of the PhD 
Programme in “Politics, Human Rights and Sustainability” at the 
Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna. He teached at the University of Genoa, 
Piemonte Orientale, Milano Bicocca, the Universidad Autónoma de 
Madrid. Main research fields: Classical German Philosophy, theories 
of identity, otherness, community and recognition in multicultural 
perspective; public sphere and supra-national processes of integra-
tion. Among his publications: Filosofia pratica e sfera pubblica. Per-
corsi a confronto, Diabasis, Reggio Emilia 2005; La via identitaria al 
multiculturalismo. Charles Taylor e oltre, Rubbettino, Soveria Mannel-
li 2006 (with B. Henry – Giacomo Matteotti Award 2006); A. Pirni 
(ed.), Logiche dell’alterità, Edizioni ETS, Pisa 2009; B. Henry-A. Pirni 
(eds), Der Asymmetrische Westen. Pragmatik der Koexistenz in pluralis-
tischen Gesellschaften, Transcript, Bielefeld 2012.

FranCesComaria tedesCo, PhD in Theory and History of Law, is Postdoc-
toral Research Fellow in Political Philosophy at the Scuola Supe-
riore Sant’Anna – Pisa. He was contract Lecturer at the Suor Orsola 
Benincasa University of Napoli. He received a Post-Doctoral Fel-
lowship at the SUM – Istituto Italiano di Scienze Umane, Firenze 
and taught Human Rights at the Università per Stranieri, Perugia. 
Among his publications: Introduzione a Hayek, Laterza, Roma-Bari 
2004, Diritti umani e relativismo, Laterza, Roma-Bari 2009, and Ec-
cedenza sovrana, Mimesis, Milano-Udine 2012.

Pirni - Questioning Universalism.indb   227 07/01/14   10:50



Questioning Universalism228

doris Weidemann is Professor of Intercultural Training with focus on the 
Greater China area at the University of Applied Sciences of Zwickau, 
Germany. Her research interests include cultural psychology, chal-
lenges of transnational research collaboration, intercultural learning 
and Chinese indigenous psychology. She is the author of Interkultu-
relles Lernen. Erfahrungen mit dem chinesischen “Gesicht”, Transcript, 
Bielefeld 2004, and Fit für Studium und Praktikum in China: Ein inter-
kulturelles Trainingsprogramm (together with J. Tan, Transcript, Biele-
feld 2010). She also edited the volumes Pursuit of Meaning: Advances 
in Cultural and Cross-Cultural Psychology (together with J. Straub-C. 
Kölbl-B. Zielke, Transcript, Bielefeld 2006) and Internationalization 
of the Social Sciences (together with M. Kuhn, Transcript, Bielefeld 
2010), among others.

siu-keung Wong (黃兆強), PhD in East Asian Studies (Université Paris VII, 
1987), is Full Professor at Soochow University (Taiwan). He is the 
former Dean of the School of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences at So-
ochow University. He has also held the position of President of the 
Society of History of ROC (Taiwan). His research focuses on Histo-
riography of Chinese History and Modern Neo-Confucianism. His 
publications are mainly in Chinese and focus on these topics.

Pirni - Questioning Universalism.indb   228 07/01/14   10:50


